LIFE AND WORKS OF VA1HAKVWAM \ASUDEVAN ft/AMBbDfRI

vices connected with devotional matters, to get acquainted with
temple routines and to attend the temple functions, formed part of
the day to day duties of Malayalee Brahmins. Vazhakunnam too
frequently visited the temples at Tiruvegappura, Kodungallur,
Koodalmanikyam, Guruvayur etc. with intense devotion.

At this juncture a peep at the social conditions that prevailed
among the Nambudiri Brahmins then is highly relevant.

Firstly, considering the ladies their social status was quite
pitiable. They were denied modern education and free social
mingling especially with the members of other communities. Very
often, one had to be the second, third or fourth wife of the hus-
band with an astonishing age difference. A Nambudiri lady was
called Antarjanam,and she had to hide herself under the old type
palm leaf umbrella, called marakkuda. She had no right even to
cover her breasts. She would quite often be a prey for early
marriage and her life after marriage would be further darkened by
the dense smoke rising up from the dark old kitchen of her
husband's house. V.T. Bhattathiripad, draws a realistic picture
of a beautiful Nambudiri lady, Ittichiri by name, who had to sac-
rifice her life for one of the younger brothers of his father, 'That
pure unsmelt flower burned little by little in that husk-fire of male's
dominance."57 The marriage ceremony still prevailing as

57. V.T. Bhattathiripad, Kannimm Kinavum, Best Books, Trichur,
1990, pp.65-66.
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